Mary Alice Axford
July 2, 2019

Mary Alice (Colquitt) Axford was born on December 11, 1931 at her grandmother's house
in Jewell, Ga. Mrs. Axford passed away at the age of 87 on July 2, 2019 in Marietta, Ga.,
but her home was in Powder Springs, Georgia. Mary Alice lived in Lexington, Ga. but had
to live in various locations within the state of Ga. after the untimely death of her father
from diabetes. Finding work for a widowed mother of two young girls could be difficult to
obtain, so they had to move in search of employment for her mother.
Mary Alive graduated from Tubman School for Girls in Augusta, Ga. which was named for
Emily Tubman. It was the only public high school for girls and was a major local
educational landmark in Augusta becoming co-ed in 1951. While a student at Tubman she
was a member of the choral group.
She continued her love for music after graduation singing in a church choir in Augusta,
Ga. Her future husband was visiting that church one Sunday evening and upon seeing her
in the choir, told his friend that he was "going to marry that young lady". The young man
was Tom Axford and stationed at Ft. Gordon in Augusta. After meeting each other, they
were engaged for three months and married on July 17, 1949. It was a marriage that
lasted for over 55 years until the death of Tom Axford in Nov. 2004.
Mary Alice was employed as an executive secretary for many years at Zep Manufacturing
in Atlanta, Ga. She made many lasting friendships from her years of employment at Zep.
She could never pass an antique store without making a stop. Due to her love of music,
she collected hundreds of sheets of sheet music. She also loved to add to her extensive
collection of dishes and beautiful glassware, including depression glassware. She enjoyed
traveling all across America to see the beauty of this country and often to visit friends, and
of course, to discover new antique stores.
When she was spending time at home she stayed busy with caring for her yard and hand
washing her vehicles. She enjoyed all types of flowers and when she wasn't at an antique
store, she was shopping to add to her vast assortment of plants. Of course, there were
times to just relax and care for her precious kitty cat......they were constant companions to
each other after the passing of Mr. Axford. And not to be forgotten, she got great pleasure
in talking to friends and family on her telephone.
Mary Alice and her husband attended Mt. Paran Church of God in Atlanta, Ga before

attending Mt. Paran North in Marietta. Mr. and Mrs. Axford became a part of the fellowship
of First Baptist in Powder Springs, Ga. roughly 17 yrs. ago. Regardless of where she
worshiped, she enjoyed fellowship with other Christians. At First Baptist Church in Powder
Springs, she enjoyed the activities of the Happy Hearts Group with lunches and outings.
She also enjoyed the fellowship and activities with her Sunday School Class. And
regardless of the location, she loved the music......during the Christmas season Mary Alice
was known to have attended at least five Christmas musicals performed at various
churches. Her favorite Christmas song was, "Mary did you Know?". Mary Alice did know
and was a Christian. She loved the Lord and even though this life ended at 87 years, she
will be with Jesus throughout Eternity.
Mary Alice is survived by her daughter Susan Wallace of Powder Springs, Ga, her son
Thomas Axford of Buford, Ga., a sister Gwen Ray of Burke, Va., and grandchildren,
Heather Axford Miller of North Carolina, Seth Axford of Pennsylvania, and Mark Axford of
Missouri. Mary Alice was also blessed to have 3 great-grandsons.
Funeral services will be at Davis Struempf Funeral Home at 2 pm. Visitation will be from
12 - 2 prior to the service. Burial will be at Sunrise Memorial Gardens on Veterans Hwy
(Bankhead) Douglasville, Ga.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Davis-Struempf Funeral Home & Crematory - July 12 at 02:55 PM

“

34 files added to the album LifeTributes

Davis-Struempf Funeral Home & Crematory - July 12 at 01:04 PM

“

Susan and family,
I was so sorry to hear of your Mom's passing.
My prayers are with you and your family.
Celia Jo Roebuck Walbert

Celia Jo Roebuck Walbert - July 07 at 04:04 PM

“

Thank you so much Celia Jo. The years have flown and it is so kind of you remember us at
this time.
Susan Wallace - July 08 at 12:38 PM

“

Dear Cousins Susan, Thomas & families - My heartfelt sympathy for all of you. Mary
Alice lived a long life, & I know you can rejoice in knowing that she was a Christian &
now is on the golden streets of Heaven! I now live in North Carolina, & I won't make it
to her funeral. May God keep His loving arms around all of you. God Bless, Sandra
Colquitt Williams

Sandra Colquitt Williams - July 07 at 10:28 AM

“

Thank you so much. I would love to see you again, doesn't seem like 15 yrs. since Mother
& Daddy's 50th anniversary.
Susan Wallace - July 08 at 12:36 PM

“

She was always a kind friend to me and helped me in securing a job where she worked
when I interviewed at Zep and she found out I had been the secretary to the principal at
Pebblebrook H.S. I knew her kids (Susan & Thomas) attended PHS and so we had a
common interest. We enjoyed our 3-way car-pooling with Jean Sinyard. We also enjoyed
talking about church and church music. She played the piano for me to learn some of the
songs we had in our new songbook. The day she retired from Zep was a black day for me
as her work ethic and friendship could not be matched by those who followed. I still use
"The Art of Southern Cooking" cookbook she gave me on my birthday in 1985 and always
think of her when I do.
Harriette Holder - July 11 at 06:53 PM

“

There is a photo on the video tribute of the three of you on her retirement. She loved her
Zep family
susan wallace - July 13 at 10:55 PM

