Joseph " Joe" Maknauskas
October 19, 2012

Mr. Joseph " Joe" Maknauskas, age 67 of Smyrna, passed away October 19, 2012. The
memorial mass will be held Saturday, October 27, 2012 at 10:00 AM at St. Thomas The
Apostle Catholic Church with Rev. James Kuczynski officiating. The family will receive
friends after the service at the church. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the
Delta Heritage Museum. http://deltamuseum.org/
Joseph “Joe” Maknauskas died Friday, October 19, 2012. He was born July 9, 1945 in
Philadelphia, PA and spent his early years there. Even as a boy, Joe gravitated to skills
such as carpentry, plumbing and rudimentary mechanics. Following high school he
enlisted in the Navy Air. While serving his country Joe honed his fundamental mechanical
skills and trained as an airline mechanic. Those skills landed him a career with a company
that he loved and remained loyal to for 43 years: Delta. His service in the Navy Air brought
him to Atlanta where he met an even greater love, his wife Ellen. Their loving marriage
endured for 44 years and produced two beautiful daughters, Lori and Teri. Joe embraced
fatherhood from its onset. When his girls were little, he was a “modern” Dad who enjoyed
all the little parental duties. He could be found feeding his daughters breakfast after
coming home from working the night shift. He was present at all their youth activities and
coached several. In return for his patience, love, time and attention, his daughters adored
him. The song for the father daughter dance at Lori’s wedding was Wind Beneath My
Wings and he was indeed that for both of his daughters and his wife. One daughter
recently described him as the “rock” of the family. As his family grew, Joe welcomed his
sons-in-law Steve and Andrew and was an extremely proud grandfather to his grandsons
Ryan and Kevin and granddaughter Lily. As with his wife and daughters, they all loved and
cherished Joe. Joe was also a devoted son and brother. His sisters and brothers in law
considered him as their brother.
He was always there for his immediate and extended family. Joe was the go-to guy for
fixing any and everything and would show up with his toolbox in hand to help family and
friends and never asked for anything in return. He just liked helping others. He was very
generous with his time and many talents. Joe and Ellen devoted much time to their
Church, St. Thomas the Apostle. Joe was the designated behind the scenes person who
made sure that everything worked properly and helped wherever he was needed.

Joe’s enjoyment of his lifelong career with Delta was always apparent. He was universally
liked by everyone who knew and worked with him and had a reputation for having a strong
work ethic and being a meticulous expert in his work. His loyalty to Delta extended past
his early retirement, which lasted all of a few weeks, when he returned to the Delta
Heritage Museum, a project dear to his heart as he helped establish it. His family and
close friends are now well educated in the history of aviation and in particular that of Delta
as Joe’s obvious enthusiasm and knowledge on the topic was contagious.
People could underestimate Joe when they first met him since he was a quiet man. He
never bragged about his skills and knowledge but he was well read and informed and
could discuss a wide range of topics with ease. His warm and friendly nature coupled with
a wry wit made him many friends that he kept for life. Everyone who knew Joe well had
fuel for teasing him about his “mess”. He was an immaculate dresser and was always well
groomed. However, that tidiness did not extend to his basement, dresser or desk at work.
Joe was a scavenger. His basement is a collection of things found over the years that
others might consider junk. However, anyone mentioning to Joe a need to fix something or
find an odd item would see him slip into his basement or desk and return with the item or
something that he could fashion into what would fit the need. He loved his “mess”.
Joe epitomized the definition of a good man. He was kind, thoughtful and completely
devoted to his family, friends, job and faith. He doted on his wife making sure that she was
supported and cherished and his girls never doubted how special they were to him. He
was an easy man to like as demonstrated by the large number of caring friends and love
and admiration of his immediate and extended family. He treated his mother and father in
law as he did his own parents, with love, respect and support.
Joe is survived by and will always be missed by his wife Ellen Maknauskas, daughter and
son-in-law Lori and Steve Rodgers, daughter and son-in-law Teri and Andrew Balcom,
grandsons Ryan and Kevin Rodgers, granddaughter Lily Balcom, mother Stella
Maknauskas, sister and brother-in-law Joan and David Kroekel , his extended family of
sisters and brothers- in -law, nieces, nephews and great nieces and nephews. They all
have cherished memories of Joe and he will live in their hearts forever.
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St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church
4300 King Springs Rd., Smyrna, GA, US, 30082

Comments

“

We were priviledged to know Joe and his family when we lived in Smyrna. They are
all in our prayers, Bill & Cathy Stoehs and family

William F. Stoehs - October 27, 2012 at 08:49 PM

“

Joe was truly a person that made a difference in the many lives that he touched and
the projects that he worked on. He was always a pleasure to talk to and be around
and will be missed, but always remembered.
My thoughts and prayers are with Joe's family.
Joel "Smiley" Freeland

joel anthony freeland - October 27, 2012 at 04:28 AM

“

William Seader lit a candle in memory of Joseph " Joe" Maknauskas

William Seader - October 24, 2012 at 05:48 PM

“

June 1966, Naval Air Station Atlanta. I made a new friend named Joe. We had a lot in
common: we were both going to be aircraft engine mechanics; we were both from the
Philadelphia area; and although we would be roommates in the barracks for only a year
and a half, we would be friends forever. I was there when Joe first met Ellen and they were
the first couple that my wife Teri and I visited on our honeymoon in 1971. We will miss you.
Bill and Teri Seader
William Seader - October 24, 2012 at 05:53 PM

“

Ronald Anderson lit a candle in memory of Joseph " Joe" Maknauskas

Ronald Anderson - October 21, 2012 at 09:55 AM

“

I want to send my thoughts and prayers to Joe’s family and let you know I am thinking of
you in this sad time. Joe was the best. He was great to work with at Delta so easy going,
had a good sense of humor and a good friend. We worked together on the Disney project
at Delta a few years ago. I will really miss him.
Ron Anderson
Ronald Anderson - October 21, 2012 at 09:56 AM

“

WHAT A HONOR TO HAVE KNOWN JOE THROUGH MY DAD "HAROLD ABERNATHY"
WHOM RETIRED FROM DELTA AIRLINES AND WAS A PART OF THE CREATION OF
THE DC-3 IN THE MUSEUM. JOE WAS A WONDERFUL AND HELPFUL CONTRIBUTOR
TO THE MUSEUM WITH A FRIENDLY OUT REACH TO ANYONE WHO NEEDED IT AND
TOOK SUCH PRIDE IN HIS WORK. YOU TOOK YOUR "WINGS" JOE AND FLEW TO
HEAVEN.
LYNDA (ABERNATHY) BALL
FAYETTEVILLE, GEORGIA
Lynda Ball - October 21, 2012 at 02:21 PM

“

It’s very hard to imagine not seeing Joe at the Woolman Café having breakfast, or talking
with him as I passed through the hangar. Joe was just a super guy and one of the nicest
you’d ever meet. His contributions to Delta and the museum are invaluable. He’ll be greatly
missed.
My thoughts and prayers go out to his family.
Barry Matthews
Barry K. Matthews - October 22, 2012 at 09:28 AM

“

It was a pleasure to work with Joe at the Museum - even if for just a couple of years. Such
a nice person. Joe will be missed very much. My thoughts and best wishes to Joe's family.
Rowena Bailey
Rowena Bailey - October 26, 2012 at 03:02 PM

“

I will always think of Joe as I make my routine rounds of the GO campus. He was always
there for me or anybody else for that matter. He would be very proud of the future Museum
renovation we are about to start and will be greatly missed throughout the process. Miss
you Joe. Billy Collins
Billy Collins - October 26, 2012 at 08:04 PM

“

I have many fond memories of early morning chats with Joe at the Bay 8 Coffee Mess
before we started our day in overhaul. He will be truly missed.
My thoughts and prayers to his family.
Wayne Hall - Fellow Mechanic / Retired.

Wayne Hall - May 23, 2020 at 10:07 PM

